Super Saturday At Home:

Sugarbush Shrapnel

Photo: Olivia Whetung’s Stand

Create a unique work of art inspired by Olivia Whetung’s
Stand from our current exhibition, Sugarbush Shrapnel.

To create Stand, Olivia Whetung burned drawings into thin panels of
wood, highlighting the sketch with small bursts of coloured beads.
Olivia was inspired by the natural world around her - the ways
diﬀerent plants and animals are linked to each other and to us.
Her tiny hummingbird drinks from a honeysuckle, but it also helps the
plant by spreading pollen from one ﬂower to another.
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For our beaded sketches, we will look at the plants and animals
around our homes for inspiration.

You will need:
●
●
●
●

1x Super Saturday Art Kit from CRAG
Two pebbles
Strong tape
Optional: pencil, hairspray

Steps:
1.

Take a hike! Walk around your backyard or a nearby park and
watch the plants and animals around you. You might want to
bring a camera or phone to take pictures. As you walk, pay close
attention to the relationships between the diﬀerent plants and
animals you see. What are they eating? What eats them? Is
anything else helping them to live? (For example, nests or hiding
spots)

We were inspired by these red alders by the Baikie Island Trail. Alder
trees make the ground healthy for other plants, provide food for birds
and deer, home for lichen, as well as dye and medicine for humans.
We also loved the twisty hug that these trees have grown into.

2.

Sketch it out! Have you ever cleaned a wood stove or a
campﬁre? Then you know that charcoal (burned wood) gets
messy and smudges. You may want to draw your design in
pencil ﬁrst before tracing it with the charcoal.

Psst! Once you have ﬁnished your drawing, spraying the page with
hairspray will stop the charcoal from smudging

3.

Add some colour! Bend the end of your paper clip out to make
an “L” shape. This is our beading “needle”. Where you want to
add colour, paint a thick line of glue with the cotton swab. Then
pick up a few beads with the paper clip and press them on the
glue. Hold for 1 minute before removing the needle. Repeat as
many times as you want with diﬀerent coloured beads. Once
you have all the colour you want, let it dry for an hour.

Don’t want to ﬁddle with the beads to get the look of sewn beading
(lines) like Olivia’s work? Just press beads into the glue with your
ﬁngers, no “needle” required!

4.

Finishing touches! (Optional) To hang Stand, Olivia used
surveyors tape and river stones. you will need to gather two
pebbles from outside and two pieces of strong tape.
First, turn your work so the back side faces up. Glue a
wooden stick along the top and bottom edges. Tie the four
pieces of yarn to the ends of the sticks.

Attach pebbles to the bottom pieces of yarn, like tying
ribbon on a gift. Tie the top pieces of yarn to make loops.

Wait 1 hour to dry before taping each top loop to the wall.

5.

Share your creation with the world! Step back and admire your
ﬁnished work. Why not snap a photo to show friends and family
what you’ve made?

We would love to see your creativity in action. Tag your photos with
#CRAGSuperSaturday on social media or email your photos to
programs@crartgallery.ca

Enjoy!

Since 2005, CRAG has oﬀered Super Saturday family
drop-in activities by donation. With safety in mind, we
created new take-home kits to continue inspiring budding
artists and encouraging creativity.
The Sugarbush Shrapnel solo exhibition, on tour from
Vancouver’s Contemporary Art Gallery, that inspired this
activity was made possible through the generous support
we receive from our funding partners and our many
members and donors.
Thank you for your continued support.

